Minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting of the Chagford Parish Council
held at Endecott House on Monday, 27th April 2009 commencing at 7.30pm
Present: Cllrs Bleakman (Chairman); Coombe; Davies; Mrs Haxton; Mrs Hill; Mrs Milton; 

Parrott; Perryman; Sampson.

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Geering; Jeffreys and Ms Thorn.

In attendance the Clerk, Mrs Stone.
386
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


Cllr Mrs Hill declared an interest in Mins 389b; 389c. 

Cllr Sampson declared an interest in Min 389b.

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

387
Car Parking Survey


Cllrs Bleakman; Coombe and Davies attended a meeting with DCC Highways  
Representatives and the WDBC Parking Restriction Officer; held on 9th April 2009.


Many issues were discussed including the need for changes to the white lining and the 
loading bay restriction in the High Street; the need to review time allowed in parking 
bays (1 or 2 hours). It was considered that 2, possibly 3, extra bays could be allotted by 
reorganisation and the Highways Officer took photographs of various sites to facilitate 
further consideration of the scheme. A decision to amend signage will need to be 
referred to the DCC Committee for approval and thence to the Secretary of State.


Resolved: i) Cllr Bleakman will submit full details of the meeting in a written report to 
the Council at the next meeting, a copy of which will be forwarded to the Business 
Association. ii) The Clerk to thank the Manager of the Globe Inn for use of their 
facilities for the meeting.


Arising: Attention was drawn to the road from Ellacombe to Horselake being blocked 
by tree damage.


Resolved: The Clerk to report the matter.
388
Boundary Review 

Cllr Mrs Hill produced a summary of “thoughts for the Parish Council” to assist in 
formulating a response to the Boundary Review Commission. She explained that the 
Boundary Committee were asked to establish if it were possible to have an alternative 
unitary proposal for the County of Devon, the original bid for an Exeter Unitary having 
failed. They have not been asked the merits of the current two tier system of Local 
Government and it is therefore not in their power to consider this. If there were an 
overwhelming support for a two tier system, the message will be passed to the Secretary 
of State.

Following a recent judicial review, the Secretary of State instructed the Boundary 
Committee to re look at Devon in aggregation. The original review received more than 
6,000 letters revealing the strength of feeling in the County. It is now necessary to write 
again and copy the letter to the Secretary of State and the local MP. When writing a 
letter, it is important to be mindful of Local Housing; Employment; the Travel to work 
area; and also to give consideration to the impact of two National Parks within the 
County. 

In the opinion of the Parish Council it was determined that the present two tier system 
was the best option.

Resolved: A formal response be formulated by Mrs Hill and referred to Council at the next meeting. Cllr Bleakman offered to help if needed.

GROUP/REPRESENTATIVES REPORTS

389
Development Control Planning Applications 

Cllr Bleakman reported the recommendations of the planning inspection group meeting

Held on 27th March 2009 attended by Cllrs Bleakman (Chairman); Davies; Jeffreys and 
Parrott.

a)
0133/09 Outer Down, Chagford


Proposed modification to eaves of stable yard buildings and replacement of derelict 
porch with glazed loggia. Removal of kitchen from existing garage


Resolved: The Council is supportive of this application, which it feels will improve 
the look of the building compared with the existing apparently unauthorised structures.
Cllrs Mrs Hill and Sampson declared an interest in the following item and left the building.

b)
0143/09 24, Mill Street, Chagford



Proposed change of use from residential to D1(dental surgery)


Resolved: The Council is supportive of the application subject to the provision of



1.
adequate access arrangements for the disabled in accordance with DNPA 




Policy COR 13,. And



2.
suitable toilet facilities for staff and patients, neither of which are available in 


the existing building.


Cllr Bleakman presented the recommendations of the planning inspection group meeting 
held on 24th April 2009 attended by Cllrs Bleakman(Chairman); Davies; Geering; 
Jeffreys and Parrott.

Cllr Mrs Hill declared an interest in the following item and left the building
c)
0144/09 Bishops House, Lower Street, Chagford – Listed Building Consent


Proposed various works including part removal of boundary wall, replace rainwater 
goods, new leaded lights and openings in windows, replace two oak lintels, limewash 
decorations to walls and slate weathering and vent terminal on gable wall.


Resolved: The Council is fully supportive of all aspects of this application other than 
the painting of the walls etc with lime wash. On this aspect, the Council is willing to 
accept whatever is the professional opinion of the DNPA Authorities on historic 
buildings.
390
Town & Country Planning (General Permitted Development) Order 1995 – Noted.
a)
0109/09 Middle 
Drewston Farm, Moretonhampstead


Proposed reinstatement of roof over existing walls of feed storage building

b)
0108/09 Middle Drewston Farm, Moretonhampstead


Proposed storage building.

391
Open Spaces adjoining Padley Common


It has been noticed that the appearance of what was once open land is becoming altered 
in appearance by overuse. It was felt necessary to seek DNPA advice on the matter.


Resolved: The Clerk to invite Representatives of the DNPA to carry out an inspection 
and advise on local maintenance.

392
36 Lamb Park, Chagford (Min 359 refers)
The DNPA have replied to the Clerks query regarding the erection of a fence. They have stated that the fence does not conflict with any Planning Regulations relating to this property and Lamb Park as a whole. The erection of the garden fence is within permitted development rights. The Chairman of the Planning Inspection Group reported that he had identified an application in 1974 that permitted the erection of a wall to enclose a garden in Lamb Park.
Resolved: To let the matter rest unless further information became available 
393
Beechlands, Chagford


Attention has been drawn to part of a field at Beechlands which has been annexed 
into 
the garden of the dwelling and surrounded by a granite wall.

Resolved: The Clerk to make enquiries at the DNPA as to the status of the activity.
394
DNPA Management Plan 
Copies of a recent DNPA consultation reference LDF Development Management & Delivery Development Plan, Settlement and site specific policies had been circulated to all Councillors. Cllr Bleakman asked that he receive any comments by Sunday 3rd may in order that he could produce a draft reply for consideration at the next meeting. Noted.
395
WDBC Local Strategic Partnership – Community Planning Protocol


It is not clear that this item applies to Parish Councils in the DNPA area.

Resolved: The Clerk to seek clarification on the matter.
396
Jubilee Hall Trustees Meeting – (Min 383 refers)

Cllrs Sampson attended the meeting on 15th April 2009 which lasted for 4 
minutes. He 
was thanked by the Council for pursuing the appointment of 2 Trustees to represent the 
Parish Council.  The new constitution will be effective at the next AGM in June 
2009.

FINANCE

397
To note receipt of ESA 2009 (Penultimate payment of 10 year agreement)
£79.44


Noted:

ENVIRONMENT GROUP

398
The Pound Garden


A letter received from Mr. J. Hancox claimed responsibility for erecting net fencing 
above the boundary wall in the Pound Garden. He has objected to its removal stating the 
wall belongs to him.

Resolved: i) To re-examine the Land Registration documents and report to Council.

ii) To acknowledge Mr. Hancock’s letter. iii) A meeting be arranged between Cllrs 
Bleakman; Mrs Hill and Cllr Sampson to discuss further action.


399
Jubilee Park Playing Field


A quotation amounting to £350 has been received from Mr. B. Pell in respect of 
emergency tree work at Jubilee Park.

Resolved: i)To accept the quotation subject to an inspection of the site by Cllr 
Bleakman before work commences; ii) the Clerk to ask the Trees and Landscape Officer 
DNPA for advice re replacing the oak tree to be felled,
400
Clerk/Chairman’s Report

a)
Common Lane End


Resolved: The Clerk to write to the DNPA Ranger’s Section to thank them for the 
excellent repair of the granite post

b)
Gidleigh Park Hotel


The Clerk to congratulate the management of the Gidleigh Park Hotel on being voted 


Best Hotel in the Country.

GENERAL PURPOSES

401
Clean Neighbourhood Act


Following the Annual Parish Assembly, Mr. Incoll, Chief Executive WDBC, advised 
the Chairman that the Borough Council would fund the cost of court actions to the 
order of £200. He also indicated that there were 5 people available to undertake the 
work. He was keen for the Borough to give close support to the Parish Council in this 
endeavour. His written confirmation is awaited. Noted:
402
Upkeep of Churchyard, St Michael the Archangel, Chagford


The PCC Treasurer wrote to request a review of the Council’s contribution to 
churchyard maintenance in the light of increasing costs. The Chairman has been 
approached by the Churchwardens on a number of subjects i.e.- i) churchyard life 
expectancy; ii) expense of maintenance; iii) electricity poles in the churchyard/ siting of 
lamp posts.


Resolved: Cllrs Bleakman; Coombe and Mrs Hill be nominated to meet the PCC 
and 
Churchwardens to discuss all the issues and report back to Council.


CORRESPONDENCE

403
Information Commissioner’s Office

DVD provided giving advice to public authorities on the implementation of the 
Freedom of Information Act. Noted:
404
Equality & Human rights Commission


Information received concerning public sector equality duties, Noted:
405
Dartmoor National Park Authority Forum


Notice received of next meeting to be held on 22nd May 2009. Items for the Agenda 
requested by May 1st 2009.


Resolved: Cllr Parrott or Cllr Davies to attend. 
406
DCC – Parish Lengthsman Service


Notice of changes to Parish Lengthsman Service. 


Dates for 2009/10 – April 27 – May 1st  inclusive; May 11th, 12th; October 26th – 30th 
inclusive. Attention was drawn to the need to clean out the cattle grid in Meldon Road 
and attend to the drainage adjoining plantation field.
407
Eastern Parishes Link Committee


Notice received of next meeting to be held on 25th June 2009 at Whiddon Down 
Village 
Hall. Noted:
408
WDBC – Flood Prevention


Letter received offering assistance with the supply of sandbags and sand for 
emergency 
use.

Resolved: 1)The Clerk accept the offer of a dumpy bag of sand (approx 1 tonne) which 

can be stored at the Fire Station. 2) the sandbags currently stored at the Chairman’s home to be moved to the Fire Station
409
WDBC Cleaning of Streets & Public Conveniences


Questionnaire received inviting views on standard of street and loo cleaning.


WDBC e-mailed by Clerk as a result of finding loos opened and in darkness on Friday 
23rd Noted:
410
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

The following accounts were approved for payment:-

£

a)
2674
WDBC – empty 1 litter bin 01/10/08 to 31/03/09

47.24

b)
2675
WDBC – empty 5 dog bins weekly and 2 dog bins twice weekly
279.86

c)
2676
Mr. B. Pell – Jubilee Field Maintenance

130.00

411
PUBLICATIONS/INFORMATION RECEIVED


The following publications were made available to members:-
a)
DNPA – Agendas 1st May 2009.

b)
The Playing Field – Spring 2009                                 

The Meeting Closed at 9.30pm

Confirmation of the Minutes
Dated......................
Signed.................
